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President’s Message – Bunny Horvath, WA3NGA 
 

Well folks I guess we can say we made it.  June has come and gone and a busy month it 

was. We capped it off with a very successful Field Day.  We didn't break last year's record but 

we had a great time and although the weather folks had all gloom and doom for the weekend the 

weather cooperated very nicely actually.   

I believe if there is only one thing that we need to modify it is the time that we meet for 

breakfast.  Seven o’clock was way too early considering the fact that we had everything 

transported, assembled, and just sat around talking about Field Day by 12:30 PM anxiously 

awaiting the 2:00 PM starting time. Oh well, a lesson learned. 

  On to the month of July we go.  We have our usual meetings planned but let us not forget 

that for the meeting on the evening of July the 5th we have a cookout planned, with our honorary 

chef KC3QWL (Doug) flipping the burgers.  Please plan to attend and remember to get there 

early.  Sometime in the neighborhood of 5:30 PM would allow for time for your food to settle 

before we have our meeting.   

I'm sure that the meeting will be a quick one but let us not forget the next major event 

that is in our sights, the W3PIE ANNUAL GABFEST.  We have to continue preparing for it as 

there is a lot that needs to be coordinated to make this year's Gabfest as successful as last year's. 

Please note, and pass the word if you will, that advance tickets for the Gabfest are NOW ON 

SALE.   

I'm sure that there will be a flyer attached to this Newsletter explaining the pricing that is 

available for the tickets.  There are some fantastic deals to be had if you purchase them 

early.  We have some very nice prizes lined up so it would be to your advantage to buy early.   

With that being said, please try to attend our meetings because we will need volunteers to 

help work the Gabfest and we will need people to donate items that we will need for this 

event.  It's important that we have good attendance at our meetings so that we all will be in tune 

with what's going on.   

Let's not forget that this is OUR GABFEST and we need everyone's help to pull this 

off.  I'm sure that there will be more information forth coming so please keep an ear to the radio 

waves on 147.045 MHz.   

  Just one final word, this is OUR CLUB, and we need ALL of the help that we cane get to 

make it the success that it is.  So please step up to the plate to help out whenever we need your 

help. 

Thanks to all of you for helping when you can and 73. 

 

Bunny - WA3NGA 

President of W3PIE 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2023 Calendar – Jim Kenney, KC3BHN 
 

Day January  Day February  Day March 

1 New Years Day  1 W3PIE Reg Meeting  1 W3PIE Reg Meeting 

4 W3PIE Reg Meeting  2 Groundhog Day  12 
Daylight Savings 
Starts 

16 Martin L King  5 VE Testing  15 W3PIE W&M Meetings 

18 W3PIE W&M Meeting  14 Valentines Day  17 St. Patrick’s Day 

25 W3PIE Workshop  15 W3PIE W&M Meeting  20 Spring Begins 

28 Winter Field Day  20 Presidents Day  22 W3PIE Workshop 

29 Winter Field Day  22 W3PIE Work Shop      

              

        

Day April  Day May  Day June 

5 W3PIE Reg Meeting  3 W3PIE Reg Meeting  7 W3PIE Reg Meeting 

18 Tax Day  7 VE Testing  14 Flag Day 

19 W3PIE W&M Meeting  14 Mothers Day  18 Father’s Day 

26 W3PIE Workshop  17 W3PIE W&M Meeting  21 W3PIE W&M Meeting 

     24 W3PIE Work Shop  21 Summer Begins 

     29 Memorial Day  28 W3PIE Workshop 

          24 Summer Field Day 

TBA Drill/SET       25 Summer Field Day 

TBA DX Road Trip  TBA DX Road Trip      

        

Day July  Day August  Day September 

1-7 13 Colonies Contest  2 W3PIE Reg Meeting  6 W3PIE Reg Meeting 

4 Independence Day  TBA DX Eng. Hamfest  3 VE Testing 

5 W3PIE Reg Meeting  12 Gabfest  4 Labor Day 

19 W3PIE W&M Meeting  12 VE Testing  20 W3PIE W&M Meeting 

26 W3PIE Workshop  16 W3PIE W&M Meeting  22 Fall Begins 

     23 W3PIE Work Shop  27 W3PIE Workshop 

              

          TBA DX Road Trip 

        

Day October  Day November  Day December 

4 W3PIE Reg Meeting  1 W3PIE Reg Meeting  TBA W3PIE Xmas Party 

7-8 PA QSO Party  11 Veterans Day  6 W3PIE Reg Meeting 

9 Columbus Day  15 W3PIE W&M Meeting  3 VE Testing 

18 W3PIE W&M Meeting  23 Thanksgiving  20 W3PIE W&M Meeting 
14-
15 BSA JOTA       21 Winter Begins 

18 W3PIE W&M Meeting       24 Christmas Eve 

25 W3PIE Workshop       25 Christmas   

31 Halloween       31 New Years Eve 

TBA Drill/SET           



ARRL invited members to participate in a dues survey in May. If you are one of the over 20,000 

members who participated...THANK YOU! The survey results are being used by the ARRL 

Board of Directors to aid their analysis and discussions. The Board will hold its Second Meeting, 

July 21 - 22, 2023, when we anticipate any decisions or outcomes involving dues. 
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Survey conducted in May 2023. 

 

Total of 20,077 members responded. 

 

Member Response Rate by Division 

 

16.9% Dakota 

16.6% Midwest 

15.9% Central 

15.7% New England 

15% Roanoke 

14.3% West Gulf 

14.1% Delta 

14% Great Lakes 

13.6% Rocky Mountain 

13.6% Southeastern 

12.6% Hudson 

12.4% Pacific 

11.7% Atlantic 

10.5% Northwestern 

10% International 

9.8% Southwestern 

 

QUESTION 1. Members receive all four ARRL magazines in digital format. If we were to 

separate the printed magazine from being included in the base membership, would you still 

choose to receive it as an add on? 

 

43% I want a printed magazine included with my ARRL membership 

39% I'll go digital only 

18% I would pay more to add a printed magazine to my membership 

 

QUESTION 2. Which of the following ARRL membership benefits, services, and programs have 

you used in the last 12 months? (Please select all that apply) 

 

16,579 Printed edition of QST and/or On the Air magazines 

11,735 Members-only e-newsletters, including ARRL News and the weekly ARRL Letter 

10,933 Digital editions of ARRL magazines 

8,861 Logbook of The World – LoTW 

7,907 Product reviews and ARRL Lab equipment testing 



7,026 E-mail forwarding service (your_callsign@arrl.net) 

6,867 ARRL's online, searchable Periodical Archive 

4,039 ARRL Radiosport; contests, events, and awards 

3,945 Amateur Radio Emergency Service – ARES 

3,762 ARRL Volunteer Examiner 

2,120 Help with FCC rules, antenna/zoning restrictions. (ARRL Regulatory Information Branch) 

2,026 ARRL Learning Center (learn.arrl.org) 

1,897 Outgoing QSL Bureau 

1,529 Help with technical and operating questions, or using the ARRL Technical Information 

Service 

1,439 Ham Radio Equipment Insurance Plan 

978 I am active as an ARRL Field Organization Volunteer 

546 NONE OF THESE 

 

QUESTION 3. I value my membership for ARRL’s work in the following areas: (Please select 

all that apply) 

15,662 Spectrum defense 

14,605 Advocacy in local, national, and international regulation and policymaking 

13,766 Promoting amateur radio to the public 

13,531 Support for amateur radio licensing, instruction, and exams 

12,953 ARRL's fight against interference and spectrum pollution 

12,652 ARRL books and published content 

9,852 On-air ARRL contests and events. (Field Day, International DX, Sweepstakes, VHF, etc.) 

9,331 STEM outreach; schools, teachers, and youth 

8,996 Finding hamfests and conventions (www.arrl.org/hamfests) 

555 NONE OF THESE 

QUESTION 4. ARRL cannot continue to operate at the current dues level. What annual dues rate 

do you feel is reasonable for ARRL to set? 

 

39% $59 

28% $54 

17 % $49 (current dues rate) 

9% $69 

7% $64 

 

Average of all responses = $57.14 

Average of only responses for increasing dues = $58.79 

 

QUESTION 5. Do you (or could you) support ARRL financially beyond annual dues through 

Diamond Club, Spectrum Defense Fund, or other donation opportunities? 

 

67% Not at this time 

14% I am willing to 

10% I am unwilling 

9% I already do 



 

QUESTION 6. ARRL Life Membership does not cover expenses for the membership. For future 

Life Memberships should ARRL: 

45% Have Life Membership be priced at a level that covers program costs 

24% Keep Life Membership as it is 

19% Change Life Membership from a paid program with benefits to a recognition program based 

on years of membership 

12% Eliminate Life Membership 

QUESTION 7 included open-ended responses. 

 

QUESTION 8. Do you consider yourself an active ham? 

58% Yes 

26% Kind of 

6% No 

QUESTION 9. Which of the following statements best describes your participation in amateur 

radio? (Please select all that apply) 

14,667 Ham radio is the hobby of a lifetime. 

10,371 When all else fails… amateur radio. 

10,311 I want to tune in the world with amateur radio. 

7,461 Ham radio influenced my education and/or career. 

7,217 I want to know how radio works. 

4,048 All my friends are hams. I enjoy being a part of the community. 

3,279 Why buy equipment when you can build it yourself!? 

1,948 I long for the days of vacuum tubes. 

727 NONE OF THESE 

 

QUESTION 10. Without ARRL, amateur radio might not exist today. 

53% True 

37% Maybe 

10% False 

 

QUESTION 11. What, if anything, might help you stay active (or become more active) in 

amateur radio? (Please select one) 

24% Other hams who share my interests 

19% Online, recorded, courses and training 

19% NOTHING 

12% Support from a local radio club 

10% OTHER 

8% Help with my own station and equipment 

4% A mentor 



4% Online, live, interactive training 

 

QUESTION 12. ARRL currently sells an end-fed half-wave antenna kit. Should ARRL offer 

more kits and radio products? 

79% Yes 

21% No 

QUESTION 13 included open-ended responses. 
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OF NOTE: ONLY 12% OF ARRL MEMBERS TOOK THE TIME TO VOTE IN THIS SURVEY – ED. 

 

FOR SALE – Cory Sickles, WA3UVV 
 

Kenwood TS-520 HF Transceiver with narrow (500 Hz) CW filter, $275. 

Contact Cory via email wa3uvv@gmail.com 

 

 

NEW MEMBER 

 
We welcome new member Ray Gottfried, KA3QFD.  Ray holds a General license. 

 

 

GABFEST PREPARATIONS 

 
Our club property is in need of some preparations work, in the way of weed trimming 

around building perimeters, pavilion cleaning, and more.  If more than just “the regular suspects” 

respond, the effort will be quick and light in nature. 

 

Please coordinate with George, WA3OGQ, for details and best times. 

 

 

 
 



ARRL FIELD DAY PICTURES – KA2QPG, K3PPP,     

KC3BHN, KC3PBY 

 

      
 

      
 

      
 



      
 

 
 

 
 

      
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



KEYSTONE WIDE – REAL-TIME STATUS 

 
  You can instantly see the status of the Keystone-Wide WIRES-X room that W3PIE 

supports, by pointing your favorite browser to: Live WiresX Connections (w3kwh.net) – courtesy of 

the Steel City ARC. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF ADVANCE TICKET SALES FOR 

OUR 73RD GABFEST. 

 

MORE TICKETS FOR YOU – FOR LESS MONEY 

 

IT’S AN EXCELLENT WAY TO SUPPORT THE CLUB 
 

 

 

https://www.w3kwh.net/WiresX/


KNOWLEDGE POTPOURRI – Cory Sickles, WA3UVV 

 

 
 

Liquid Conversions 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Homebrew Hexbeam 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Hand Approximations for Centimeters 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 



 



 

 



72nd SVARC Berryville Hamfest   
Sunday, August 6, 2023 

Always the first Sunday of August! 

Clarke County Fair Grounds 

890 West Main Street 

Berryville, Virginia, 22611 

Gate opens at 6:00AM 

       Vendor Buildings Open by 8:00AM 

• General Admission $10.00 cash per person, children under 16 free 

• Additional $10.00 per space for tailgaters—no reservations. First come, first 

served 

• Commercial and indoor tables by reservation (see vendor form registration 

link below) 

• Country ham and egg breakfast at 7 am   

• Concessions and snack bar available 

• Grand Prizes and hourly drawings 

• County park with pool, picnic area, and playground opposite hamfest 

• Camping spaces available Saturday night – $15 per vehicle – limited hookups 

• QSL card checking (for awards) at the ARRL table – Ruritan building, 8 to 11 

AM 

• Large tailgating area with ample shade under the big oak trees 

• Electric power is available for testing purposes at various places within the 

tailgating area 

RURITAN FAIRGROUND RULES: NO pets, pornography, or weapons 

Vendor spaces are available in all buildings for the 2023 Berryville Hamfest 

pending confirmation from last year’s vendors. Click the Vendor Registration 

button below to let us know your interest. First come, first served. 

ac_unit The Horticulture Building is now air conditioned !! ac_unit  

Reserve your tables today! 
 

https://berryvillehamfest.com/


 







 
 

 



 
Click on the + link to view detailed information about a contest. 

Weekly Contests 

+ K1USN Slow Speed Test 0000Z-0100Z, Monday ( Jul 3) 

+ ICWC Medium Speed Test 1300Z-1400Z, Monday ( Jul 3) 

+ OK1WC Memorial 1630Z-1729Z, Monday ( Jul 3) 

+ ICWC Medium Speed Test 1900Z-2000Z, Monday ( Jul 3) 

+ Worldwide Sideband Activity Contest 0100Z-0159Z, Tuesday ( Jul 4) 

+ ICWC Medium Speed Test 0300Z-0400Z, Tuesday ( Jul 4) 

+ Phone Weekly Test 0230Z-0300Z, Wednesday ( Jul 5) 

+ A1Club AWT 1200Z-1300Z, Wednesday ( Jul 5) 

+ CWops Test 1300Z-1400Z, Wednesday ( Jul 5) 

+ Mini-Test 40 1700Z-1759Z, Wednesday ( Jul 5) 

+ Mini-Test 80 1800Z-1859Z, Wednesday ( Jul 5) 

+ CWops Test 1900Z-2000Z, Wednesday ( Jul 5) 

+ CWops Test 0300Z-0400Z, Thursday ( Jul 6) 

+ CWops Test 0700Z-0800Z, Thursday ( Jul 6) 

+ QRP Fox Hunt 0100Z-0230Z, Friday ( Jul 7) 

+ NCCC FT4 Sprint 0100Z-0130Z, Friday ( Jul 7) 

+ NCCC RTTY Sprint 0145Z-0215Z, Friday ( Jul 7) 

+ NCCC Sprint 0230Z-0300Z, Friday ( Jul 7) 

+ K1USN Slow Speed Test 2000Z-2100Z, Friday ( Jul 7) 

   

July 3 - 9 

+ RSGB 80m Club Championship, CW 1900Z-2030Z, Jul 3 

+ ARS Spartan Sprint 0100Z-0300Z, Jul 4 

+ VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest 1700Z-2100Z, Jul 5 

+ Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest 0000Z-0100Z, Jul 6 and 

  0200Z-0300Z, Jul 7 

+ NRAU 10m Activity Contest 1700Z-1800Z, Jul 6 (CW) and 

  1800Z-1900Z, Jul 6 (SSB) and 

  1900Z-2000Z, Jul 6 (FM) and 

  2000Z-2100Z, Jul 6 (Dig) 

+ SKCC Sprint Europe 2000Z-2200Z, Jul 6 

+ SKCC Weekend Sprintathon 1200Z, Jul 8 to 2400Z, Jul 9 

+ IARU HF World Championship 1200Z, Jul 8 to 1200Z, Jul 9 

+ PODXS 070 Club 40m Firecracker Sprint 2000Z, Jul 8 to 2000Z, Jul 9 

+ QRP ARCI Summer Homebrew Sprint 2000Z-2300Z, Jul 9 

   

July 10 - 16 

+ 4 States QRP Group Second Sunday Sprint 0000Z-0200Z, Jul 10 

+ VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest 1700Z-2100Z, Jul 12 
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+ RSGB 80m Club Championship, SSB 1900Z-2030Z, Jul 12 

+ EACW Meeting 1900Z-2000Z, Jul 13 

+ Russian Radio Team Championship 0700Z-1459Z, Jul 15 

+ Trans-Tasman Low-Bands Challenge 0800Z-1400Z, Jul 15 

+ Feld Hell Sprint 1200Z-1359Z, Jul 15 

+ IARU Region 1 70 MHz Contest 1400Z, Jul 15 to 1400Z, Jul 16 

+ CQ Worldwide VHF Contest 1800Z, Jul 15 to 2100Z, Jul 16 

+ North American QSO Party, RTTY 1800Z, Jul 15 to 0559Z, Jul 16 

+ RSGB International Low Power Contest 0900Z-1200Z and 1300Z-1600Z, Jul 16 

+ Run for the Bacon QRP Contest 2300Z, Jul 16 to 0100Z, Jul 17 

   

July 17 - 23 

+ RSGB FT4 Contest 1900Z-2030Z, Jul 17 

+ VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest 1700Z-2100Z, Jul 19 

+ Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest 0000Z-0100Z, Jul 20 and 

  0200Z-0300Z, Jul 21 

+ NAQCC CW Sprint 0030Z-0230Z, Jul 20 

+ NTC QSO Party 1900Z-2000Z, Jul 20 

+ Maidenhead Mayhem Contest 0000Z, Jul 22 to 2359Z, Jul 30 

+ YOTA Contest 1000Z-2159Z, Jul 22 

+ ARAM 50 MHz Contest 1200Z, Jul 22 to 1200Z, Jul 23 

   

July 24 - 30 

+ SKCC Sprint 0000Z-0200Z, Jul 26 

+ RSGB 80m Club Championship, Data 1900Z-2030Z, Jul 27 

+ MARAC US Counties QSO Party 0000Z, Jul 29 to 2400Z, Jul 30 

+ Feld Hell Sprint 0000Z-2359Z, Jul 29 

+ RSGB IOTA Contest 1200Z, Jul 29 to 1200Z, Jul 30 

+ WAB 144 MHz Low Power Phone 1400Z-1800Z, Jul 29 

+ ARS Flight of the Bumblebees 1700Z-2100Z, Jul 30 

   

July 31 - August 6 

+ QCX Challenge 1300Z-1400Z, Jul 31 

+ QCX Challenge 1900Z-2000Z, Jul 31 

+ QCX Challenge 0300Z-0400Z, Aug 1 

+ ZL Sprint 0800Z-0829Z (CW), Aug 1 and 

  0830Z-0859Z (SSB), Aug 1 

+ VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest 1700Z-2100Z, Aug 2 

+ Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest 0000Z-0100Z, Aug 3 and 

  0200Z-0300Z, Aug 4 

+ NRAU 10m Activity Contest 1700Z-1800Z, Aug 3 (CW) and 

  1800Z-1900Z, Aug 3 (SSB) and 

  1900Z-2000Z, Aug 3 (FM) and 

  2000Z-2100Z, Aug 3 (Dig) 

+ SKCC Sprint Europe 2000Z-2200Z, Aug 3 

+ Batavia FT8 Contest 0000Z, Aug 5 to 2359Z, Aug 6 
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+ HARC Anniversary QSO Party 0001Z, Aug 5 to 2359Z, Aug 6 

+ 10-10 Int. Summer Contest, SSB 0001Z, Aug 5 to 2359Z, Aug 6 

+ North American QSO Party, CW 1800Z, Aug 5 to 0559Z, Aug 6 

+ ARRL 222 MHz and Up Distance Contest 1800Z, Aug 5 to 1800Z, Aug 6 

+ SARL HF Phone Contest 1400Z-1700Z, Aug 6 

   

Send comments and corrections about this page to Bruce Horn, WA7BNM 

Revision Date: May 10, 2023 

©1998-2023 Bruce Horn, WA7BNM, All Rights Reserved 

 

 

THE END HAS COME to this month’s edition of the W3PIE Newsletter.  Please note  

how many have contributed to it.  As always, your contributions and feedback are very welcome 

-- Cory, WA3UVV 
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